Biogeography of Bananas and Ensets (Musaceae L.) in Thailand
Sasivimon Swangpol1,*, Tosak Seelanan2, Tiwa Rotchanapreeda1, Kanokporn Atawongsa1, Sirapope Wongniam1, Rattana Boonprasert3, and Jamorn Somana4
1 Department of Plant Science, Faculty of Science, Mahidol University, Bangkok 10400, Thailand; 2 Department of Botany, Faculty of Science, Chulalongkorn University, Bangkok 10330, Thailand; 3 Faculty of Environment and Resource Studies, Mahidol University Salaya Campus, Nakhon Pathom 73170, Thailand; 4 Department of Biochemistry, Faculty of Science, Mahidol University, Bangkok 10400, Thailand.

* Corresponding author, email address: scssg@mahidol.ac.th
Biogeographic patterns of wild bananas (Musa L.) and ensets (Ensete Bruce ex Horan.) of the Musaceae in Thailand were illustrated from the results of extensive expeditions throughout the country.  Taxonomic status of these plant species and subspecies were elucidated using molecular techniques and morphological characterization.  The results indicated that the western border of Thailand to Myanmar is the hotspot of banana species distribution.  Meanwhile, native populations were threatened by drastic deforestation and forced into fragmented habitats, mostly in protected and mountainous areas.  Effective conservation of forest habitats would, therefore, ensure the existence of the banana species diversity in Thailand.
